A persan applying o Refuges Status musl inchuds details of spouiss of dependanis
reguiring Reluges Status.

Ay child ef a Reluges born in South Africa musl register the child's birth &l amy
Refuges Reception office within one manih of the childs birth.

Il a dependant of 2 documenied refuges divarces that person of they reach the age
af maturity then thal dependent may apply il they wish ko remain within South Africa
in terms of the Refuges Act

ALWAYS REMEMEER: Spouse and dependents must accompany the person
applying for Refuges Stalus 1o the Refuges Reception Office

An unatcompanied child wha is found in circumstances that indicate they are an
Asylum Becker and in need of care contermplabed in the Chikdren's Act, 2005 must

a} be issued with an Asylum Seeker Permit
AND

ﬂ-mw belore the Children's Court in the disirict in which e or she was

Ay persan wilh a mental disabiliy who s fownd ander circumstances fhat indicale
that they are an Asyilum Sesker, must

al be issued with an Asylom Seeker Permit
ARD

o) be refermed 10 a hoalth establishiment conlemplated In the Mental Health Core Act,
2002

Key Right=s of Refugees

1. Emplayment Rights

Al Asylum Seekers and hese awalting Refuges Status have the right to smployment
before they have received a Section 22 of 24 permil. All smployment contracts with a
recognised employer will be recognised by labour law. The basic conditions af
employment will apply in all coses excepl where the employee does nol have legal
permission o be In South Alrica, and may risk deportation should they seek
assistance for any unfair labour practice.You may not be dissmissed for reasons
perfaining to the expiralian ol any of your permil pagers and should pou reguine amy
representation to assist you any these issues, you should go to the CCMA or to a
local advice office.

. Health Core Rights

Enshrined in the South African Conslitulion is that all people in this country ane
entitled to health care and do not need documentation for emergency treatment. The
Department of Health has instrucled all health care institutions to admit and treat
toreign-nationals. It is therefore illegal for them to refuse you treatment and you
should then get legal aslsstance.

3. Education

An Asylum Sesker of Refuges may not be refused entry info a Public Schocl or
Public Edutational Cenlre. They have the basic righl to educalion, however The
following documents are required in order (o register at an edocational institution:

* a Bection 22 or 24 Permiil or your Letter of Recognitian Mrom Hame Alfairs
* s completed application ferm for the institution

* the last report or transfér card attained if available

* proaf thal your child's immonization is up to dabe

Refugee Reception Offices

Pretoria Interim Reception Office

IBADGE Nalionals)

103 Soutter Street
Pretona Showgrounds
Preforia

(bel} 012 306 0800

Durban

M= Haleon Balgobind
133 Moore Rod

Durban

4023 [ed] (031} 352 1208
[1ax] {B31) 362 1230

Naleen balgobandibdha gov.za

Port Elizabeth

Mir Eipho Lucas

KIC & Sidan S,

Marth End

Pt Ebitabulh

BOOT [bel] (B41) 403 TA412M3
[Max] [041] 03 r433

Sipho. LucwsiZaha gov_ In

Pretoria
Ms. Salani Mmkwana
Enr DF Maln B Styiaben St

Pratoria West
ona

[ei] (12 32T 3615

Max] (@13 3T STAZ
Solani.niuksanaDdhe gy za

Cape Townm

My Rbchard Siakame

18 Monireal Road

Bmurrock Building

Ajrport indusoria

Hyan@a

Caope Town [el] (E21) 380 5000
[Nax] {od1) 21 5038

Richard, Sikakanedsdha.gov.za

LJohannesbuarg

M= Florancia Belyeders
18 Planet Svanus

Dz ps pirodu =be
Biuilding

Zroem e

[baf] 1991} 226 4500
[Fax) (O11) 226 460302

flarenecia be vaders@dna gov m

Glends Caine

Sl {Thafrice com
Posinet Guiie F 10313
P BagE s

The process of becoming
a Refugee in South Africa

Legal Framework

Independent Projects Trust

Wishes to acknowledge the support of Atlantic
Philanthropies in making this publication possible




Many people have fled to South Africa to escape some form of
atrocity and if they are seeking rmﬂerln our counlry they have

to be processed as an Asylum Seeker or Refugee.

What is an Asylum Seeker?

An Asylum Seeker is a person who is seeking
recognition as a Refugee in South Africa.

The General Rights of Asylum Seekers

An Asylum Seeker is entitled to the following, pending their
application for asylum:

A. Formal written recognition of their stalus as an Asylum
Secker

B. The right to remain in South Alfrica
C. The right not to ba unlawfully arested or delained

D. The rights contained in the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa, 1995, in s far as those Rights apply 1o Asylum
Seekers

———
- .
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‘Asylum Seeker’
means 8 person who is y

seeking recognition as a
refugee in Soulh Africa [

Cbifigations of Asylum Seekers

An Asylum Seeker must:
Il Abide by the laws of South Africa

¥ Renew their permit in person at any Refugee Reception
Office in South Africa

i Provide residential address and any changes to the
Refugee Reception Office

NO PERSON MAY BE REFUSED ENTREY INTO SOUTH
AFRICA, EXPELLED, EXTRADITED OR RETURNED TO
ﬁg&‘ﬁ[ﬁﬂ COUNTRY FOR THE REASONS SET OUT

What is a Refugee?

A Refugee is any person who has been granted asylum
in terms of the Refugee Act.

The General Rights of Refugees

A Refugee is enlitled 1o

A. Formal written recognition of their Refugee Status

B. Full legal protection, including rights set out in Chapter 2
of the Constilution of the Republic of Scuth Africa, 19986,
except those rights which only apply to citizens

C. Permanent residence in terms of Section 21 (d) of the
Immigration Acl after 5 years of conlinuous residence in
South Africa from the date Asylum was granted

D. A Refugee Identity Book

E. Apply for travel documents

F. Seek employment

———

"l ——

V' Refu gee' A

Means any perscn whn\\_,
has been granted |
| asylum in lerms of the |

; Refugee Act

Obligations of Refugees
A Refugee must:
W Abide by the laws of South Africa

Wi Provide their residential address. and any changes, to the
Refugee Reception Office

What is Refugee Status?

In applying for Refugee Status, a person is seeking the
pratection of the South Affican govemment and once they
have obtained Refugee Status, they are entilled to the
same rights a3 South African citizens except the right to
yote. They cannat be sent back to thelr hame country until
such time as ihe impending fear has subsided or been
removed. This Status is designed to give those whose lives
might be in danger in their own countries, & place o seek
refuge and safety

Who can apply to become a Refugee?

Wsomeane who has a well founded fear of being persecuted
on the basls of their: Race, Religion, Nationality, Political
Opinion or Membership of a particular social group

AND

WiAre autside the country of their nationality and
unablefunwiling o get protection from, or returm to
that country

OR

gSomeone who believes their physical safely or freedom
would be threatened by some form of aggression,

occupation, foredgn domination or any other type of event
which disturts the public order of their country
AND

WThey are compelled to leave their place of residence and
seek refuge in a place culside their country of origin

OR

WiSomeone who is a spouse or dependent of a person as set
out above,
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